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What do you think - am I right to be optimistic? Welcoming nine new members into
our church family on November 20th was a real lift for my spirit! There are some
interesting facts about this group of nine people: 1) Six of them are men, usually
we have more women join us than men. 2) Five of them are under the age of 60,
usually most of our new members are retirees. 3) Four of them were born outside
of Canada - again, this is unusual from our normal groups of new members. The
diversity that they bring to the church family strengthens us as a congregation and
allows us to expand our vision and ministries! The Holy Spirit is at work!
Likewise, the group of Nepali Christians (from the country of Nepal) now worshipping in the church on
Sunday afternoons, provides the opportunity to learn and grow with additional sisters and brothers
from a very different culture than most of us. The Holy Spirit is at work!
Some of you have become very excited by the spiritual and numeric growth we’re experiencing, and
you are backing our vision of enhancing this growth all the more in the year ahead. Your financial
givings to the church’s General Fund have increased significantly this year. We are developing a bold
budget for 2023 that will help us to attract and welcome more people into the Byron United family,
where Jesus Christ is Lord. Thank you to responding to how the Holy Spirit is at work!
After several years of the pandemic, this December will look more like “normal” than recent years. In
this newsletter, you’ll see the list of special Advent & Christmas events. Notice that our Shattered Joy
service and our Christmas Carol service will both be at 3 PM on their respective Sunday afternoons.
Something new this year is outdoor caroling at the front of the church on Friday, December 16th at
7:00 PM. I hope that you’ll join us in person or online for many of these special events as we prepare to
celebrate Jesus’ incarnation and birth.
I was praying the other night about what to use as a theme for Advent this year. Almost immediately,
the Lord gave me the idea of “Living the Christmas Life” - to play off the much-appreciated “Living the
Christian Life” series in October. Thank you, Lord! We’ll begin this Sunday, the first Sunday of Advent
by focusing on the Hope that is ours in Christ Jesus. I hope you agree that I’m right to be optimistic!
The Holy Spirit is at work!
Merry Christmas in our Lord,
Pastor Greg

“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” (Psalm 119:105 NIV)
Recently, our grandsons came over for an afternoon visit
and we asked them to help us set up the Nativity scene.
They were very interested and so I told them the story of
the birth of Jesus using the Nativity figurines. When
finished, I read the story to them. After the boys went
home, Susan and I felt very good about the
‘grandparenting’ we accomplished that afternoon. That
evening, I realized that reading and reflecting on the story
of Christmas had also been beneficial to me. I decided to
commit to a personal devotional Bible study of the
Christmas story from both Matthew and Luke to once
again reflect on how this story speaks to me in my life
right now. I invite and encourage you to do the same, or
something similar. May you be truly blessed this Christmas.

Ric, CDM

Shattered Joy Blue Christmas
A Worship Service for all who feel sadness or loss at Christmas

Sunday, December 11th, 3:00 PM
This special service offers a time for reflection,
comfort and healing for those who are feeling the
sadness of bereavement or other hurtful loss
this Christmas Season.
There will be an opportunity to hang a shard of broken
glass on our tree as a token of that loss and our trust in
the Saviour who promises to heal the brokenhearted.
For those who are unable to attend the service on Sunday but would still like to hang a shard of
broken glass, the tree will be OUTSIDE in the Courtyard by the east parking lot on December 12 th
from 10 am to 7 pm.

============================================
OFFICE HOURS
The church office will be closed from
December 26th and open again on January 2nd.
For emergency pastoral care contact
Pastor Greg at 519-471-9347.

Church Family News
ANNIVERSARIES (50+)
Dieter & Margot Franke, December 9th, 57 years
Terry & Nancy Lane, December 16th, 56 years
Jack & Carolyn Scott, December 26th, 57 years
John & Margie Ferguson, March 9th, 55 years
BIRTHDAYS
Joan Irvine, November 21st, 90 years young
Greta Aldrich, November 22, 94 years young
Dorothy Smith, December 10th, 96 years young
Richard Skidmore, December 30th, 90 years young
Marion Howlett, January 30th, 92 years young
Marjorie Moores, February 9th, 95 years young
Lee Lindsay, February 12th, 93 years young
Dorothy Wright, February 13th, 98 years young
Lorene Mills, February 19th, 99 years young
Marcelle Thorp, March 2nd, 97 years young
Ken Mahood, March 14th, 92 years young

DEATHS
Dolores Thurston, October 10th
Betty Verheul, October 29th

INFANT BAPTISMS
David William Cunningham, son of Jordan and Rebecca Cunningham, October 16th
Emery Kantzos, daughter of Demetri and Heather Kantzos, October 16th
NEW MEMBERS
Charlie Aberhart
Lema Azimi
Adrienne Clarke

J.D. Clarke
Steve Howlett
Baran Ismail

James Qadir
Don van Vliet
Mary Lou van Vliet

HOW GOD HAS BLESSED US IN 2022
As I write this message, the first snowfall has covered bags of leaves on boulevards throughout
London. The unusually mild weather that lasted until Remembrance Day is now only a memory, replaced
by cold winds and snow squalls. The pandemic is still very active, and influenza and respiratory syncytial
virus (RSV) are creating huge issues for our hospitals everywhere. We could easily become depressed.
But...... in the midst of all these disappointments, we now enter a time of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. As
the Advent season begins, we focus on our Saviour and why He came to live among us. As we shift our
focus to Jesus, may we also shift our memories to the blessings He has provided in 2022.
A year ago, we had HOPE for a better year. There have been many
blessings to celebrate. We have continued to be one family of God, worshipping
together in-person or online. We have attracted new people to our church each
week, with several becoming full members. Our Sunday school children are
again meeting during worship each week. We have more members in our choir to
share their voices than we did a year ago. More people are comfortable
worshipping in-person. Fellowship time following worship allows people to
connect again with others. Our small groups are active, in-person or via Zoom
technology. Our CONNECTIONS to God and each other remain strong. For
many this has given a sense of PEACE. Our Week of Prayer and Waiting on the
Lord allowed us to listen to His voice. From that has emerged a plan to grow our
church, both in numbers of new families and spiritually in our individual walk with
the Lord. And now, during Advent, we feel "His Peace" as we wait to celebrate His birth.

HOPE
PEACE
JOY
LOVE

LOVE has been evident as a team of volunteers intentionally connected by telephone with church
members quarterly. LOVE was shown in shoebox donations, money for the London Community Chaplaincy
(formerly our Angel Tree), socks and undies for the Men's Mission, regular donations for our Byron Cares
Food Bank, and volunteers to assist in our church office. This outpouring of LOVE is the JOY of Living the
Christian Life, our sermon series this fall. We experience Christ's JOY as we let Him shine through us to
spread the Good News beyond our church to the Byron community and farther afield.
May you experience God's HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE this Christmas and into 2023. He has
many good things in store for His Church next year. May we all REJOICE in His goodness and love.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Linda Peck, as Chair of Session

OUTREACH TEAM
God is given the glory as we respond to the needs of others around the world with prayer and kind deeds.
The Outreach Team continues to be amazed at the generosity of our kind and loving congregation and we
humbly extend a

HUGE ….…
Many, many people that we may never see are
touched by your support of charities, particularly:
1. Sock It to ‘Em and Undie Sunday
Bins were full to overflowing with your donated socks and undies for the homeless in
London. Avril Keenliside took advantage of some nice warm weather and distributed most of
the donations, one last time. Ken Minshull will continue the Sunday Samaritan ministry with
Avril’s guidance. He will distribute all that is left and will purchase warm boots, hoodies,
coats, hats and mitts out of the additional $1,100 that was donated. These will be distributed
throughout the cold winter months.
2. Samaritan’s Purse – Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Campaign
Twenty-seven thoughtfully filled shoe boxes have been delivered to the depot here in
London, and those who chose to make a monetary donation instead, donated $1,564 which
has been forwarded and will be used toward the Operation Christmas Child international
Campaign.

3. Southdale Chaplaincy – Christmas Angel Tree Campaign
Pastor Pam Cullen, the Executive Director of the Southdale Chaplaincy,
attended our worship service on Sunday, November 13 and gave a brief,
insightful overview of the work of the Chaplaincy. If you missed it, you could
still view it on You Tube. Pastor Pam thanked the congregation for their
support and prayers over the past several years. The Chaplaincy will
distribute gift bags to families again this year as part of their Santa Claus
parade. There will be appropriate gifts for the ages of the children in each bag. Your generous donations
will continue to make Christmas a JOY for so many children and their families in the Southdale Chaplaincy.

The Outreach Team would like to thank our caring and supportive congregation.
Your faithful support throughout these challenging times is a blessing to so many less fortunate
than us. You brighten their days and give them the gift of JOY.
God bless everyone!

Sod Turning on Affordable Housing Project
On Saturday September 17th, a group from BUC participated in “That Dam Hill”, a 5K walk in
Springbank Park in support of Indwell and its mission to provide more affordable housing for London
and area. Then, on October 14th, 2022, some of us from BUC attended the sod turning event at the site
of the Old Victoria Hospital. Indwell and their Vision Soho partners, along with The London Community
Foundation intend to transform the old hospital site into a new community of over 680 mixed-rent
apartment homes. This alliance is a first-of-a-kind group of non-profit housing developers building a
mixed-income development. It is doubtful if a family exists in the City of London that does not have
some memory of this old hospital and to see this site put to such a good use is a dream come true.
Below are before and after pictures of the former Children’s War Memorial building. Louise Thompson
of BUC recreates the sod turning after the dignitaries had their turn.

Trivia Answers:
1: Four
2: Macy’s
3: Paris
4: Stink, stank, stunk
5: An angel got his wings
6: Ebenezer
7: He began to dance around
8: Rockin’ around the Christmas tree
9: Parson Brown
10: Eight maids a-milking
11: Tiny tots
12: The Ghost of Christmas yet to come
13: Sugar plums
14: He played his drum for Him
15: Dr, Seuss
16: A button
17: Clarence Odbody
18: Mommy
19: On the lawn
20. Nazareth

Thanks and Blessings,
David McKelvey

Answers can be found elsewhere in the newsletter.
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How many ghosts show up in A Christmas Carol?
The movie Miracle on 34th Street is based on a real-life department store. What is it?
In Home Alone, where are the McCallisters going on vacation when they leave
Kevin behind?
In the classic, How The Grinch Stole Christmas, the Grinch was described with
three words. What are they?
In the movie It’s A Wonderful Life, what happened every time a bell rang?
In Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, what was the first name of Scrooge?
What did Frosty The Snowman do when a magic hat was placed on his head?
Which Christmas song contains the lyric “Everyone dancing merrily in the new
old-fashioned way”?
In the song “Winter Wonderland,” what do we call the snowman?
According to the song, what did my true love give to me on the eighth day of
Christmas?
Whose eyes are all aglow in “The Christmas Song”?
What is the name of the last ghost that visits Scrooge in A Christmas Carol?
Visions of which food danced in children’s heads as they slept in the poem
“Twas The Night Before Christmas?”
What gift did the Little Drummer Boy give to the newborn Christ?
Who wrote, “Christmas doesn’t come from a store, maybe Christmas perhaps
means a little bit more?”
What was Frosty the Snowman’s nose made from?
What is the name of George Bailey’s guardian angel in It’s A Wonderful Life?
In a popular Christmas song, who did the narrator see kissing Santa Claus under
the mistletoe?
Where did there arise such a clatter?
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, but what town were Mary and Joseph from?

DECEMBER WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday, November 27th
Advent 1, Hanging of the Greens
10:00 am
Sunday, December 4th
Advent 2, Holy Communion
10:00 am
th
Sunday, December 11
Advent 3, White Gift Sunday
10:00 am
“Shattered Joy” Healing Service
3:00 pm
th
Monday, December 12
Shattered Joy Tree in the Anniversary Garden
10:00 am - 7:00 pm
(east side of church). Come and hang a shard of
stained glass on the tree.
Friday, December 16th
Outdoor Community Carols
7:00 pm
Sunday, December 18th
Advent 4, Christmas Sweater Sunday
10:00 am
Send photos of you (and your pets) in Christmas
sweaters, vests, hats, etc. and they will be shared
at the end of the worship video.
Carols and Christmas Music
3:00 pm
Christmas Eve
Family Christmas Eve Service
6:00 pm
Carols & Candles Christmas Eve Service
8:00 pm
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Worship, Holy Communion
10:00 am

